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SIR: 



In order to comply with discretionary regulations 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98, attached hereto 
is a copy of Form PTO-1449 and copies of the documents Hsted thereon. These documents 
contain information which the Examiner may consider to be important in deciding whether to 
issue a patent in the instant application. 

For documents written in a language other than English, English language abstracts are 
annexed thereto explaining relevancy in accordance with 37 CFR §1.98 (a)(3). 

As this Statement is being filed prior to issuance of a first Office Action, no fee is due. 

The present Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56 as 
an Examiner might consider any cited document important in deciding whether to allow the 
application to issue as a patent, but the citation of each document is not to be construed as an 
admission that such document is necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is intended 
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that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated that the 
Examiner in the normal course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104 (a), and in the course of such search 
will review for relevance every document cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 

Early and favorable consideration is respectfully solicited. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Deposit Account 5O;J,2907 ^ 



Katten Muchin Zavis Rosenman 

575 Madison Avenue 

New York, NY 10022-2585 

(212) 940-8800 

Docket No:GRAT 20.690 




11172949.15 



Please type a plus sign (+) + Patent and Trademark Office U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



1 449/PTO U.S. Department of Commerce 

Patent and Trademark Office 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 

CX AX1?A4^1?MT' UV AD1>T Tr'ANT'T 


Application No. 






Filing Date 




First Named Inventor 


A. BIRKENSTOCK 


Group Art Unit 




Sheet 1 of 1 




Examiner Name 






Attorney Docket No. 


GRAT 20.690 


U.S. PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No.' 


U.S. Patent Document 


Kind Code 
if knoW 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns 
Lines Where 
Relevant Passages 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 


or 






5,305,626 




Tiekink 


04-26-1994 






FOREIGN DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials 


Cite No.' 


Foreign Patent 
Document 
Office^ Number' 
Kind Code' 

(if known) 


Country 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Dale of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns 
Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 






1 038 623 A2 


EP 


Pleper, Ulrich 


09-27-2000 








0 706 843 Al 


EP 


Kleiner, Matthias, et al. 


04-17-1996 








196 37 175 02 


DE 


Aisin Seiki K.K. et al. 


12-06-2001 








24 21 425 02 


DE 


Gebr. Happich GmbH 


03-25-1982 








36 30 60 1 02 


DE 


Julius & August Erbsloh 
GmbH 


03-30-1999 





Other Prior Art-Non Patent Literature Documents 



Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when 
appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), 
date page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, country, where published, source. 


Applicant check her if 
English language 
translation attached 










Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Oonsidered 





Exumtna: Iniiiiil ifrcfaaicc considered, whcilicr or not ciution is in confbnnwicc with MPEP 609. Draw a line throu^ citalioa if not in confoniiaiicc and not considered, include copy ofthts fonn u,iih next conunnnicatioo lo 
appltcani. 

'Uiiiqtte ciiiiiioii dcsignauon nitniber. 'See alUichod Kinds of U.S. Puait Documcnu. * Enter Office that Issaod the doctuocnL by ibc two-laia code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese paiait docnniaiis. the indication of the 
year of the rdgn oflhe Emperor roust precede the serial number ofihc patent docnment. * Kind ofdocument by the afqiropriaic symbols as indicated on thedocomcni untkr WIPO Standard ST. I* ifpossible. * Applicant is to place a 
chock mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statcniait: This form is estimated to take .2 hours to complete. Time will viry dcpaidtng upon the needs orthe individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime >ou are required to complete this form should be 
sent to the Chief lurormationOnicer. Patent and Trademark Olltcc Washington. DC 2023 1. Under the Paperwork Reducuon Act of 1995. no persons arc required to re^iond to a collection of Uiforiaatioo unless » 
OMB control number. DO NOT SEND FEES OR OOMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner fbr Patents. WasJingioo. DC 20231. 



11164053.89 



